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DEVICE AND METHOD FOR INSERTION OF
GUIDE PIN

The present application is a continuation in part of
U.S. application Ser. No. 07/806,906, filed Dec. 13,
1991, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,257,996, issued Nov. 2, 1993,
for an invention of applicant entitled “Surgical Pin
Passer”; this related application is hereby incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to methods and devices
for the insertion of guide pins into biological tissue,
particularly bone, as well as to the affixation of material,
such as ligaments or other tissue or prostheses, to bone.

BACKGROUND ART

In the case of fixation of fractures of the femoral
neck, it is known to employ a tool that includes a guide
pin positioned inside of a sleeve. U.S. Pat. No.
4,450,835, issued for an invention of Asnis et al. The two
components are configured to function in cooperation
with one another at one end like a drill bit, so that the
tool can be inserted in bone, and the sleeve then with-
drawn, leaving the guide pin in place. Col. 2, line 57, to
col. 3, line 68; col. 5, line 36 to col. 8, line 35. The guide
pin can then serve to position cannulated screws in the
bone. The guide pin is apparently retained in the sleeve
solely by action of a Trinkle fitting in a surgical drill,
col. 5, lines 55-56, and col. 6, lines 51-58, yet its sur-
rounding sleeve apparently can be dislodged after re-
moval of the tool from the fitting only by tapping the
guide pin forward in the sleeve with a mallet, col. 7,
lines 53-56, a procedure that may encounter some diffi-
culty depending on the relative position in bone of the
drilling ends of the sleeve and the guide pin. The tool is
said, without explanation, to be applicable to any surgi-
cal procedure involving insertion of a guide pin for a
cannulated surgical implant. Col. 3, lines 62-65.

The repair of a ligament tear (for example, a collat-
eral ligament tear) frequently involves the need to affix
a ligament to bone. Currently both staples (which may
be metal or of an absorbable material such as polylactic
acid) and washered screws are used for this purpose.
Staples, while apparently convenient, may not provide
as secure an affixation as screws, while screws are diffi-
cult to use. The convenience of staples may in fact be
somewhat illusory, since it is recommended, for exam-
ple, in the case of many stapies to drill pilot holes for
each staple leg.

The affixation by washered screws requires predrill-
ing through both the ligament and the bone, a proce-
dure requiring typically that the ligament be held in
place during the entire drilling period, and thereafter
while removing the drill and inserting the screw. How-
ever, it is difficult to hold the ligament in place during
the entire time required by such a procedure. More-
over, because ligaments have directional fiber bundles,
these bundles tend to separate to a certain degree depen-
dent upon any force exerted on the bundle in the axial
direction (that is in the direction of the pilot hole for the
screw). When the pilot hole drill is removed, the fiber
bundles tend to close back together again, making the
visual location of the pilot hole center difficult at best.

One approach to dealing with the problem involves
seeking to insert a guide pin quickly into the pilot hole
immediately after the drill bit is removed; the screw is
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then inserted either over the guide pin (in case the
screw is cannulated) or beside the guide pin (in case the
screw is not cannulated). However, this approach is not
always successful, nor is it easy.

Washers have been employed to prevent the ligament
from wrapping around the head of the screw as it ap-
proaches maximum torque application and to assist in
distribution of the forces from the screw head more
evenly across the ligament. However these washers are
prone to rotation and the ligament moves underneath
the washer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In a preferred embodiment, the invention provides a
device for insertion of a guide pin in biological tissue,
such as bone. The embodiment includes a cannulated
drill bit with a guide pin disposed in the cannula. The
problem of easy removal of the drill bit (while leaving
the guide pin in place) is solved in this embodiment by
providing an arrangement, associated with at least one
of the drill bit and the guide pin, for permitting the
guide pin to be retained releasably in the cannula by
means of adjustable forces exerted on the guide pin by
the drill bit. In one implementation of such an arrange-
ment, the shank of the drill bit includes one or more
longitudinal slots, so that when the bit-with-guide-pin
combination is tightened in a drill chuck, the drill bit
transmits to the guide pin the retaining forces of the
chuck, causing the cannula wall of the drill bit to grip
the guide wire by forces dependent on how tightly the
chuck is gripping the shank of the bit. In another imple-
mentation of such an arrangement, the outside of the
guide pin and the cannula wall of the drill bit are pro-
vided with mating threads, so that the guide pin is
threaded into the drili bit. The threads are established in
a direction to cause the two components to be tightened
into one another during ordinary drilling, and to tend to
cause the two components to be loosened from one
another when the drill’s direction of rotation is reversed
for the purpose, for example, of backing the drill out of
the bone after drilling is completed.

In a further embodiment of a device in accordance
with the invention, regardless of the arrangement for
retaining the pin in the bit, the tip of the pin is provided
with an arrangement for grabbing the tissue. In one
embodiment, the tip is tapered and provided with
threading.

In another embodiment, the invention provides a
device for fastening material, including biological tissue
(such as a torn ligament) and a prosthesis to bone. The
device includes a cannulated screw and a washer; the
washer has on the side facing the material an arrange-
ment for preventing rotation of the washer relative to
the material when the screw is screwed into the bone. In
one implementation, the arrangement includes a series
of spikes projecting axially away from the material side
of the washer.

The invention also provides methods of inserting a
guide pin into tissue and of affixing material to bone
using embodiments of the devices described above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing features of the invention will be more
readily understood by reference to the following de-
scription, taken with the accompanying drawings, in
which:
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FIG. 1is a side elevation of a cannulated drill bit with
guide pin in accordance with a preferred embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 2 is detail of the shank end of the embodiment of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is detail of the tip end of the embodiment of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a side elevation of a cannulated screw and
washer in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a top view of the screw of FIG. 4; and

FIG. 6 and 7 illustrate a further embodiment of the
device of FIG. 1 in which the guide pin is prevented
during insertion from traveling too far into the drill bit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC
EMBODIMENTS

In FIG. 1 is shown a cannulated drill bit 11 with
guide pin 12 in accordance with a preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention. The bit includes a can-
nula 17 oriented longitudinally in which the guide pin is
movably disposed. The drill bit, which includes a shank
14 and a tip 15, is here provided with stop 13 to restrict
forward axial motion of the drill into tissue.

As shown in further detail in FIG. 2, the shank 14 end
of the drill bit includes one or more longitudinal slots
16. The slots permit inward radial motion of the shank
when the shank is inserted into a drill chuck and the
chuck is tightened. In this manner, when the bit-with-
guide-pin combination is tightened in the drill chuck,
the drill bit transmits to the guide pin the retaining
forces of the chuck, causing the cannula wall of the drill
bit to grip the guide wire by forces dependent on how
tightly the chuck is gripping the shank of the bit. Prefer-
ably the shank 14 of the bit 11 is made of sufficiently
resilient material (for example, an appropriate alloy of
steel) so as to return to its original shape when the shank
is removed from the chuck, so as to facilitate removal of
the drill bit from the guide pin. Although the choice of
such a material may affect the hardness of the drill tip 15
and therefore life of the drill, the tip 15 may be made of
a different alloy, and, if desired, linked to the material of
the shank 14 at the location of the stop 13, where the
drill bit 11 may be reinforced. Alternatively, the drill bit
may be disposed of after use has dulled it.

Although the embodiment shown here utilizes a slot
in the shank 14 of the drill bit 11 to achieve ready re-
movability of the drill bit from the guide pin 12, other
alternatives are possible. For example, the outside of the
guide pin and the cannula wall of the drill bit may be
provided with mating threads, so that the guide pin is
threaded into the drill bit. Such threads are preferably
located near the tip 15 of the drill bit 11, so as to mini-
mize the travel of the threads of the guide pin 12 in the
cannula 17. The threads are established in a direction to
cause the two components (guide pin and drill bit) to be
tightened into one another during ordinary drilling, and
to tend to cause the two components to be loosened
from one another when the drill’s direction of rotation
is reversed for the purpose, for example, of backing the
drill out of the bone after drilling is completed. In the
case of both retaining arrangements described, the ar-
rangement permits the releasable retention of the guide
pin in the cannula by means of adjustable forces exerted
on the guide pin by the drill bit.

As shown in further detail in FIG. 3, the guide pin 12
is provided with a taper 31 and threading 32. In this
manner, it is provided with an arrangement for grab-

5

10

20

25

35

40

45

55

60

65

4
bing the bone tissue as the combination bit 11 and guide
pin 12 are drilled into the bone, so that when the drill bit
is removed from the chuck and pulled from the guide
pin, the guide pin will tend to remain in the bone.

In the embodiment herein, the guide pin is approxi-
mately 12 mm longer than its respective drill bit. For a
cannulated screw that is 4.5X 40 mm, the drill bit has a
diameter of about 3 mm and a length from the tip end to
the stop 13 of 40 mm. The stop occupies about 10 mm,
and the shank is another 30 mm. The tip of the guide pin
protrudes about 2 mm from the tip 15 of the drill bit.
The diameter of the guide pin is small enough to fit
comfortably within the cannula of the cannulated screw
being used. When the cannulated screw is made of poly-
lactin acid or other bioabsorbable material, the need for
structural strength of the screw dictates use of a small
cannula, so that 2 guide pin of 0.0450 inches (1.1 mm) is
suitable for a typical 45X 40 mm screw. However, such
a screw may utilize an even smaller cannula, for exam-
ple 0.0394 inches (1 mm), in which case, a guide pin of
the order of 0.0380 inches (0.965 mm) is suitable. The
dimensions provided here may be readily adapted to
accommodate other sizes of cannulated screws. Of
course, a Jonger drill portion of the drill bit from tip to
stop will permit use of a longer cannulated screw.

If desired, the guide pin may be fitted with a suitable
stop near the tip to prevent accidental axial motion of
the guide pin toward the drill into the drill bit. FIGS. 6
and 7 illustrate such an arrangement. The tip 72 of guide
pin 12 includes an expanded region 71 formed with a
double bevel, and the cannula 17 of the drill bit 11 ter-
minates at the tip 15 of the drill bit in a region 61 shaped
to conform with the corresponding portion of the re-
gion 71 of the guide pin. The guide pin must be shaped
in relation to the cannulated screw so that the diameter
of the expanded region 71 is smaller than the diameter
of the cannula in the screw. The guide pin may be made
of any suitable material, including stainless steel and
nitinol.

The shank end of the guide pin protrudes about 10
mm from the shank end of the drill bit, and this exposed
portion may be used to maintain the position of the
guide pin during the extraction of the drill bit. This
portion may be used to tap the guide pin further into the
bone than the predrilled depth of the hole provided by
the drill bit; alternatively, or in addition, this portion
may be used to grasp the pin with a clamp while extract-
ing the drill bit from its position in the hole.

Thus the embodiments described may be used in a
drill chuck to form a hole in tissue, and thereafter, the
chuck of the drill is loosened, and the assembly re-
moved from the chuck. The drill bit is then extracted
from the hole, leaving the guide pin still in the hole.

The guide pin may be used to guide into location, for
example, a cannulated screw 41 and washer 42 combi-
nation such as shown in FIG. 4. (It will be understood,
however, that the guide pin may also be used for any
other purpose known in the art.) The screw 41 is pro-
vided with a cannula 46 about 1 mm in diameter and
includes a body 44 that is approximately 40 mm in
length, and a flat head 45 that is about 4.5 mm in diame-
ter. The head is joined to the body by a gooseneck, and
is fitted, as shown in FIG. 5, with a receptacle 47 for a
hex wrench. The thread’s outside diameter is about 4.5
mm and the inside diameter about 3 mm. The washer is
shaped so that its aperture passes the body 44 but not
the head 45 of the screw. The washer 42 has a screw
head side 48 and a material side 49. The material side is
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provided with an arrangement for preventing rotation
of the washer relative to the material when the screw is
screwed into bone. In this embodiment, the arrange-
ment includes a series of spikes protruding axially away
from the material side of the washer. The spikes are
typically of the order of 2.2 mm, although their size, like
that of the washer, and of the screw, is subject to varia-
tion in accordance with the particular application. The
screw may typically range up to twice the diameter and
length described herein. In some embodiments it may be
desirable to make the screw and washer out of polylac-
tic acid or other bioabsorbable material.

In repair of a collateral ligament tear, the embodi-
ment of FIG. 1 may be used to drill a pilot hole for the
screw while holding the ligament in place, so that the
hole is formed in both the ligament and the bone. The
drill bit 11 may then be extracted from the hole while
leaving the guide pin 12 in place as described above.
Thereafter, the cannulated screw 41 and washer 42 are
inserted with the guide pin 12 in the cannula 46, and the
spikes 43 facing toward the ligament. The screw is then
tightened to hold the ligament in place.

It will be apparent that the devices and methods of
the present invention are not limited to the repair of
collateral ligament tears. They are suitable for a wide
range of attachments to bone, including the joining of
tendons, other bones, and prostheses to bone.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of inserting a guide pin into tissue com-
prising:

(1) inserting into the tissue a device including

(a) a drill bit having a cannula disposed longitudi-
nally therein, a shank, and a tip;

(b) a guide pin, movably disposed in the cannula,
and having a shank end proximal to the shank of
the drill bit and a tip proximal to the tip of the
drill bit; and

(c) retaining means, associated with at least one of
the drill bit and the guide pin, for permitting the
releasable retention of the guide pin in the can-
nula by means of adjustable forces exerted on the
guide pin by the drill bit;

(2) releasing the drill bit from retaining the guide pin;

and

(3) removing the drill bit from the bone, leaving the

guide pin remaining in the tissue.

2. A method of inserting a guide pin into tissue com-
prising:

(1) inserting into the tissue a device including

(a) a drill bit having a cannula disposed longitudi-
nally therein, a shank, and a tip;

(b) a guide pin, movably disposed in the cannula,
and having a shank end proximal to the shank of
the drill bit and a tip proximal to the tip of the
drill bit;
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(©) retaining means, for releasably retaining the
guide pin in the cannula; and

(d) grabbing means for grabbing tissue, disposed
near the tip of the guide pin;

(2) releasing the drill bit from retaining the guide pin;

and

(3) removing the drill bit from the tissue, leaving the

guide pin remaining in the tissue.

3. A method of affixing material to bone comprising:

(1) inserting a guide pin through both the material

and the bone by using a device including a cannu-
lated drill provided with a releasably retained
guide pin to form a hole through both the material
and the bone and releasing the guide pin from the
cannulated drill to leave the guide pin in the hole;

(2) providing

(a) a cannulated screw having a head and a body;
and

(b) a2 washer, having a material side and a screw
head side and a central aperture having a central
axis, the washer being shaped so that the aper-
ture passes the body but not the head of the
screw;

the washer having, on the material side, stabiliza-
tion means for preventing rotation of the washer
relative to the material when the screw, with
washer thereon and the material side of the
washer facing the material, is screwed into bone;

(3) inserting the screw, with washer thereon and the

material side of the washer facing the material, on
the guide wire; and

(4) tightening the screw.

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein step (1)
includes the step of using a device in accordance with
claim 1.

5. A method according to claim 3, wherein step (1)
includes the step of using a device in accordance with
claim 10.

6. A method of affixing material to bone comprising:

(1) utilizing a cannulated drill bit fitted with a guide

pin releasably retained therein to form a hole
through both the material and the bone;

(2) withdrawing the drill bit from the hole, leaving

the guide pin in place in the hole;

(3) providing a cannulated screw having a head and a

body;

(4) inserting the screw on the guide wire; and

(5) tightening the screw.

7. A method according to claim 6, wherein step (1)
includes the step of using a device including the cannu-
lated drill bit, the guide pin movably disposed in the
cannula of the drill bit and retaining means, associated
with at least one of the drill bit and the guide pin, for
permitting the releasable retention of the guide pin in
the cannula by means of adjustable forces exerted on the
guide pin by the drill bit.
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